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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE. 

Sunday-School Work. The Institute examination on the International 
Sunday-School Lessons of the past six months took place June 30. We 
give below the questions which were used in the examination. 

Progressive Grade. 

1. In connection with the story of creation give the teaching of the writer 
in regard to 

a) the origin of all things, 

0) the relative importance of the acts of creation, 

c) the possibilities and destiny of man, 

d) the institution of the Sabbath. 

2. Give (a) the account of the entrance of sin into the world ; (b) some evi- 
dences of its growth previous to the deluge. 

3. Name those characteristics of (a) Abraham, and (b) Jacob, which spe- 
cially fitted them to become the founders of a nation and a religion. 

4. Tell briefly the story of Josepu. 

5. State what preparation for a national life the Israelites received in 
Egypt ? 

6. By what means was Moses fitted to become a leader of the people ? 

7. Give the story of the institution of the passover. What is the modern 
representation of this feast ? Why do we celebrate it ? 

8. Name three great ordinances enacted by Jehovah preparatory to the 
giving of the Law on Mount Sinai. 

9. Think through the entire period of history from the creation to the 
exodus, taking sin, punishment, restoration and purification, as the key. 
Name as many of the stories or incidents as you can remember which 
distinctly teach the lesson of those four words. 

10. After six months' study of- the Book of Genesis, what do you consider 
its primary purpose ? Does its highest value lie in its religious teach- 
ings or in its relation to history ? 

Intermediate Grade. 

1 . What does the story of the creation teach in regard to (a) the original 
state of man ; (b) the institution of the Sabbath ? 

2. What reason can you give for the restriction placed upon Adam and 
Eve concerning certain trees of the garden ? 

3. Tell the story of Cain and Abel. Why do you think the offering of 
Cain was not pleasing to the Lord ? 
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4. Name three men with whom three great covenants were made, prepara- 
tory to the greater covenant to be made with Moses on Sinai ? 

5. From what country was Abraham called by God to go into a new land, 
and for what purpose ? Describe the character of Abraham. 

6. Give an account of the return of Jacob to Canaan after his long exile. 
What elements in his character were worthy of imitation ? 

7. Tell what you can in regard to the life of the Israelites in Egypt. 
How and why did the education of Moses differ from that of his people ? 

8. Give an account of the institution of the Passover. What is our mod- 
ern representation of this feast ? Why do we celebrate it ? 

9. In this period of beginnings give an instance (the first mentioned if you 
can remember it) of the manifestation of each of the following : faith, 
courage, obedience, generosity, truthfulness, a sense of honor, family 
love, patience, kindness, love of God. 

10. What lessons can you draw from the Book of Genesis concerning 
(a) the overruling power of God in history ; (b) his presence with and 
interest in individual men and women ; (c) his attitude toward and his 
method of dealing with sin ; (d) his treatment of those who seek to obey 
and please him. Answer this question by giving illustrations of each. 
This issue of The Biblical World goes to press before the returns come 
in, therefore no report of the results of the examination can be given. 

Helps for Sunday-School Teachers. With the first of July the Sunday- 
school world turns again to the Life of Christ. In the twelve months which 
are to be spent upon this subject there will be time to learn much more than 
is required in the regular International lessons. 

There are many opportunities for guidance in such work. Among those 
offered by the Institute are : 1. The Correspondence Course in Luke. The 
student in this course will study, paragraph by paragraph, the whole Gospel 
of Luke ; consider the parallel narratives ; acquire a connected and chrono- 
logical outline of the events in the life of Jesus ; study the historical, exegetical 
and literary topics suggested by those events ; investigate the interesting and 
important words or phrases as they present themselves ; determine the teach- 
ing of each section by itself and in relation to the remainder of the book ; 
bring out constantly the practical applications of the facts studied. The 
basis of this work is found in the Inductive Studies in Luke published several 
years ago in connection with the Institute work. These studies have been 
translated into Japanese by Rev. Albert Arnold Bennett, a missionary in 
Yokohama, and are now in process of publication for the use of Japanese 
students in the Theological Schools of Japan. 2. The Correspondence 
Course in the Gospel of John. In this course the student will acquire a 
connected and chronological outline of the discourses of Jesus ; study the 
peculiar words and phrases which John uses ; grasp in a general way the 
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critical questions involved ; obtain an organized view of the purpose and 
teaching of the Gospel, taking first each section by itself and then as part of 
the whole book ; bring out constantly the practical teachings of the book. 
This work is also based upon a series of Inductive studies published in 1890 
in connection with the Institute work. 3. The Bible Students' Reading 
Guild, the members of which will pursue the course of Reading on the Life 
of Christ. (This work was fully explained in the Biblical World for 
June.) 4. The outline Inductive studies published in the Sunday-School 
Times and prepared by the Institute will be found very helpful if they are 
followed out with care. They can be used with great profit also in con- 
nection with the Reading Guild work. 

The Bible Study Course for organizations for Christian work. Those who 
have been studying in this department during the past year, together with the 
many who are waiting for the new year to begin and the other many who will 
become acquainted with and decide to take up the work before October 1st, 
will on that day begin a nine months' study of the Foreshadowings of Christ. 
This will include an outline of study of Old Testament history and prophecy, 
and will not confine itself to the specific Messianic predictions. It should be 
understood that this course of study is designed for quite a different purpose 
than the work assigned the Reading Guild. This course uses the Bible alone, 
and is intended to teach those who have been more or less dependent upon 
"helps" to use their Bibles easily and intelligently. It is also especially 
intended to supply the need felt by all organizations for Christian work for 
some specific biblical instruction. Members of the Young People's Society 
of Christian Endeavor, of the Young Men's Christian Association, Young 
Women's Christian Association, and of the Order of the Sons and Daughters 
of the King have been enrolled during the past year. Other organizations 
are expected to come into line during the coming year. 

Not long since we published in this column the statement that the work 
of this course had been officially adopted by the Christian Endeavor Union of 
New South Wales. The Christian Endeavor Union of Victoria, a colony of 
Australia which boasts 15,000 Christian Endeavorers, has now adopted the 
course. Material for 1,000 members has been sent out to the colony for a 
beginning. The work with them will commence October 1st, and they will 
keep one year behind the American students in order that material may be 
supplied in time. 

The largest club thus far recorded comes in almost at the end of the year. 
The members are willing to work rapidly, however, and will be ready to take 
up the second year's work nearly on time. The club is connected with the 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh, Pa., of which the Reverend Lemuel C. 
Barnes is pastor. Seventy-four members are enrolled and much enthusiasm 
in the work is reported. 



